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3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Michael Martin on August 25, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 2, in line 1 "1" has been replaced with - 7 - , in line 2 - other than 
leakage ~ has been inserted after "parameter" and in lines 3-5 ",wherein said process 
parameter are selected from the group consisting of operational parameter, chemical 
parameter, mechanical parameter, a percent recovery a normalized permeate flow, a 
differential pressure, a hydraulic holding time and combination thereof has been 
deleted. 

In line 3 of each of claims 3 through 9, 12 and 26 and in claim 14, lines 3-4 
"comprising the steps of has been replaced with ~ , wherein said monitoring 
substantially consists of -. 

In each of line 4 of each of claims 3 through 9, 12 and 26 and claim 14. line 5 
"an" has been replaced with - at least one - . 

In each of line 6 of each of claims 3 through 9 and 12, claim 14, line 9 and claim 
26, line 8 "a" has been replaced with - at least one- . 
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In each of line 8 of each of claims 3 through 9 and 12, claim 14, line 1 1 and claim 
26, line 10 "the fluorometer" has been replaced with - the at least one fluorometer- . 

Each of claims 1 1 , 20 through 25 and 29 has been canceled without prejudice. 

In claim 12, in line 10 "the inert" has been replaced with - an inert - and "the 
amount of the formulation" has been replaced with - an amount of formulation added to 
the feed stream- . 

In line 1 of each of claims 16-19 "13" has been replaced with - 14 - . 

The following new claims have been added: - 

31 (New) The method of claim 2, wherein an inert tracer is added to a formulation 
which is subsequently added to the feed stream. 

32 (New) The method of claim 12, wherein an inert tracer is added to the formulation 
which is subsequently added to the feed stream. -- 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Each of 
independent claims 3 through 9, 12 and 14 now distinguish over all of the prior art, 
especially over Hoots et al patent '969 of record and newly dted Hoots et al patent 
5,41 1 ,889, Womack patent 5,589,076 and Bourbigot patent 5,460,723 in view of 
respective recitations of "monitoring substantially consisting of ...at least one inert 
tracer". Each of Hoots et al '969 and '889 teach monitoring of membrane system 
parameters utilizing fluorometric sensing of amounts of inert tracers in combination with 
fluorometric sensing of amounts of target species indicator concentration. Womack et 
al and Bourbigot are made of record to show that optical monitoring of various 
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parameters of membrane systems and amounts of treatment agents fed to feed streams 
of membranes is known. The text of language added by Examiners Amendment is 
supported by the Instant Specification at page 15, lines 7-18; page 16. lines 11-18; page 
25, lines 13-19 and page 28, line 19 through page 29, line 3. 

Additonally, each of the independent claims are now considered to distinguish 
over Japanese publication '140 of record in view of respective recitations of "providing 
at least one fluorometer in at least one of the feed stream, the first stream, and the 
second stream... an amount of the inert tracer". After further consideration, '1 40 is seen 
to teach only monitoring fluorescence proximate the reverse osmosis membrane to 
medium, itself, to detect leakage sites, and is silent as to any suggestion of quantifying 
amounts of tracer in any membrane stream by monitoring. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Joseph Drodge at telephone number 
571-272-1 140. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Wanda Walker, can reached at 571 -272-1 1 51 . The fax 
phone number for the examining group where this application is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either private PAIR or Public 
PAIR, and through Private PAIR only for unpublished applications. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://Dair-direct. uspto.oov . Should you 
have any questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



August 25, 2004 



JWD 




